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PAGE 01 PORT L 00967 251755Z 
ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO PM-05 INR-10 SS-15 SP-02 PA-01 
/044 W 

110221 261705Z/43 

R 251 110Z AUG 78 
FM AMEMBASSY PORT LOUIS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7735 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE PORT LOUIS 0967 

E.O. 11652: N/AO 
TAGS: MASS HMP 

SUBJECT: PRESS REPORTS USG GIFT OF HELICOPTER TO GOM 

1 . SEVERAL MAURITIAN DAILIES HAVE CARRIED BRIEF STORIES THIS 
WEEK REPORTING USG GIFT OF "POWERFUL. MODERN AND SOPHISTICATED" 
HELPCOPTER TO ROM FOR SURVEILANCE OF COSTAL WATERS. LATEST 
STORY IN AUGUST 25 "POPULAIRE" HAS HELICOPTER BEING TURNED OVER 
TO GOM AT BEGINNING OF SEPTEMBER AND ATTRIBUTES NEWS OF GIFT TO 
MAURITIAN AMBASSADOR BALANCY. 

2. WHILE EMBASSY ASSUMES THAT HELICOPTER GIFT IS SOMEONE'S PIPE 
DREAM, WOULD APPRECIATE AN AF/E QUERY TO MAURITIAN EMBASSY ON 
GENESIS OF STORY. PLEASE ADVISE. 

KEELEY 
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